
  

FANTASY/SCI-Fi 

6 

 Quest for the Crystal Crown by Story Pirates, Annabeth Bondor-Stone and Connor 
White 
A hidden lost world. A powerful crystal crown. This gripping fantasy adventure (inspired by a real 
kid's idea) doubles as a creative writing guide for young writers! 
 

 Bloom by Kenneth Oppel 
The invasion begins--but not as you'd expect. It begins with rain. Rain that carries seeds. Seeds 
that sprout--overnight, everywhere. These new plants take over crop fields, twine up houses, and 
burrow below streets. They bloom--and release toxic pollens. They bloom--and form Venus flytrap-
like pods that swallow animals and people. They bloom--everywhere, unstoppable. 
 

 Iron Trial (Magisterium series) by Holly Black 
Most kids would do anything to pass the Iron Trial. Not Callum Hunt. He wants to fail. All his life, 
Call has been warned by his father to stay away from magic. If he succeeds at the Iron Trial and is 
admitted into the Magisterium, he is sure it can only mean bad things for him. So he tries his best to 
do his worst - and fails at failing. Now the Magisterium awaits him. It's a place that's both 
sensational and sinister, with dark ties to his past and a twisty path to his future. The Iron Trial is 
just the beginning, for the biggest test is still to come . . . 
 

Keeper of the Lost Cities by Shannon Messenger 
Twelve-year-old Sophie discovers the abilities that have always caused her to stand out are 
because she is actually an elf and, after she is brought to Eternalia where she can hone her skills, 
Sophie learns she harbors certain secrets that others would kill to learn. 



  

 

Dealing with Dragons by Patricia C. Wrede 
Bored with traditional palace life, a princess goes off to live with a group of dragons and soon 

becomes involved with fighting against some disreputable wizards who want to steal the dragons' 

kingdom. 

 

The Adventurers Guild by Zach Loran Clark and Nick Eliopulos 
Conscripted into the dangerous Adventurers Guild, best friends Zed and Brock must defend what is 
left of humanity against terrible monsters. 
 

The Girl Who Drank the Moon by Kelly Barnhill 
An epic fantasy about a young girl raised by a witch, a swamp monster, and a Perfectly Tiny 
Dragon, who must unlock the powerful magic buried deep inside her. 
 

Snow & Rose by Emily Winfield Martin 
Snow and Rose search the forest for their missing father and discover there is a sinister magic at 
work in the woods. 
 

Impyrium by Henry H. Neff 
"Two unlikely allies confront a conspiracy that is even bigger and more sinister than they imagine in 
this high-stakes fantasy"--Provided by publisher. 
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 Bloom by Kenneth Oppel 
The invasion begins--but not as you'd expect. It begins with rain. Rain that carries seeds. Seeds 
that sprout--overnight, everywhere. These new plants take over crop fields, twine up houses, and 
burrow below streets. They bloom--and release toxic pollens. They bloom--and form Venus 
flytrap-like pods that swallow animals and people. They bloom--everywhere, unstoppable. 

 The Wizenard Series: Training Camp by Wesley King 
From the mind of basketball legend and Academy Award-winning storyteller Kobe Bryant comes 
this radically original portrait of five young basketball players, one enlightening coach, and the 
awesome transformative power of the game. Filled with insights about the mental stamina and 
emotional clarity that peak performance requires, this is an indispensable story for young athletes, 
coaches, educators, and anyone interested in the astonishing potential of team sports to unlock 
individual growth. 
 

Deep Blue by Jennifer Donnelly 
Maps on endpapers. Uncovering an ancient evil, Serafina, a mermaid of the Mediterranean Sea, 
searches for five other mermaid heroines who are scattered across the six seas, to save their 
hidden world. 
 

 The Maze Runner by James Dashner 
Sixteen-year-old Thomas wakes up with no memory in the middle of a maze and realizes he must 
work with the community in which he finds himself if he is to escape. 
 



  

 The False Prince by Jennifer A. Nielsen 
In the country of Carthya, a devious nobleman engages four orphans in a brutal competition to be 
selected to impersonate the king's long-missing son in an effort to avoid a civil war. 
 

Renegades by Marissa Meyer 
The Renegades are human, but with extraordinary abilities. They emerged from the ruins of a 
crumbled society and established peace and order where chaos reigned. As champions of justice, 
they remain a symbol of hope and courage to everyone... except the villains they once overthrew. 
Nova has a reason to hate the Renegades, and is on a mission for vengeance. Adrian is a 
Renegade boy who believes in justice-- and in Nova. But Nova's allegiance is to a villain who has 
the power to end them both. 
 

Steelheart by Brandon Sanderson 
At age eight, David watched as his father was killed by an Epic, a human with superhuman 
powers, and now, ten years later, he joins the Reckoners--the only people who are trying to kill the 
Epics and end their tyranny. 
 

Cinder by Marissa Meyer 
Cinder, a gifted mechanic and a cyborg with a mysterious past, is blamed by her stepmother for 
her stepsister's illness while a deadly plague decimates the population of New Beijing, but when 
Cinder's life gets intertwined with Prince Kai's, she finds herself at the center of an intergalactic 
struggle. 

 



  

Minrs by Kevin Sylvester 
Twelve-year-old Christopher Nichols and his family live on a new planet, Perses, as colonists of 
Melming Mining's Great Mission to save the earth. When Landers, as the attackers are called, 
obliterate the colony to steal the metal and raw ore, Christopher and a small group of survivors are 
forced into the maze of mining tunnels below the surface of Perses. 
 

 House of the Scorpion by Nancy Farmer 
In a future where humans despise clones, Matt enjoys special status as the young clone of El 
Patron, the 142-year-old leader of a corrupt drug empire nestled between Mexico and the United 
States. 
 

 Michael Vey by Richard Paul Evans 

Fourteen-year-old Michael discovers he has special electrical powers and, with the help of his best 
friends, becomes aware that there are other teens with similar powers, but something or someone 
is hunting them and, after Michael's mother is kidnapped, he will need to rely on his powers and his 
friends to rescue his mom, protect himself, and save the others. 
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 Woven In Moonlight by Isabel Ibanez 
Ximena is the decoy Condesa, a stand-in for the last remaining Illustrian royal. Her people lost 
everything when the usurper, Atoc, used an ancient relic to summon ghosts and drive the 
Illustrians from La Ciudad. Now Ximena's motivated by her insatiable thirst for revenge, and her 
rare ability to spin thread from moonlight. When Atoc demands the real Condesa's hand in 
marriage, it's Ximena's duty to go in her stead. She relishes the chance, as Illustrian spies have 
reported that Atoc's no longer carrying his deadly relic. If Ximena can find it, she can return the 
true aristocrata to their rightful place. 



  

 

 A Curse So Dark and Lonely by Brigid Kemmerer 
Eighteen for the three hundred twenty-seventh time, Prince Rhen despairs of breaking the curse 
that turns him into a beast at the end of each day until feisty Harper enters his life. 
 

 Caraval by Stephanie Garber 
Two sisters, Scarlett and Tella, leave their cruel father to attend Caraval--a faraway once-a-year 
performance where the audience participates in the show--and, along the way, Tella is kidnapped 
and Scarlett is aided by a mysterious sailor and finds herself enmeshed in a game of love, 
heartbreak, and magic. 
 

The Hundredth Queen by Emily R. King 
As an orphan ward of the Sisterhood in the ancient Tarachand Empire, eighteen-year-old Kalinda 
is destined for nothing more than a life of seclusion and prayer. Plagued by fevers, she's an 
unlikely candidate for even a servant's position, let alone a courtesan or wife. Her sole dream is to 
continue living in peace in the Sisterhood's mountain temple. But a visit from the tyrant Rajah 
Tarek disrupts Kalinda's life. 
 

Renegades by Marissa Meyer 
The Renegades are human, but with extraordinary abilities. They emerged from the ruins of a 
crumbled society and established peace and order where chaos reigned. As champions of justice, 
they remain a symbol of hope and courage to everyone... except the villains they once overthrew. 
Nova has a reason to hate the Renegades, and is on a mission for vengeance. Adrian is a 
Renegade boy who believes in justice-- and in Nova. But Nova's allegiance is to a villain who has 
the power to end them both. 
 
 



  

 Dread Nation by Justina Ireland 
Jane McKeene was born two days before the dead began to walk the battlefields of Gettysburg, 
Pennsylvania--derailing the War Between the States and changing the nation forever. In this new 
America, safety for all depends on the work of a few, and laws like the Native and Negro 
Education Act require certain children attend combat schools to learn to put down the dead. But 
there are also opportunities--and Jane is studying to become an Attendant, trained in both 
weaponry and etiquette to protect the well-to-do. It's a chance for a better life for Negro girls like 
Jane. After all, not even being the daughter of a wealthy white Southern woman could save her 
from society's expectations. But that's not a life Jane wants. Almost finished with her education at 
Miss Preston's School of Combat in Baltimore, Jane is set on returning to her Kentucky home and 
doesn't pay much mind to the politics of the eastern cities, with their talk of returning America to 
the glory of its days before the dead rose. But when families around Baltimore County begin to go 
missing, Jane is caught in the middle of a conspiracy, one that finds her in a desperate fight for 
her life against some powerful enemies. 
 

 Red Rising by Pierce Brown 
Darrow, a Red, which is the lowest caste in the color-coded society of the future, joins a 
revolutionary cell and attempts to infiltrate an elite military academy after witnessing the execution 
of his wife. 
 

 Children of Blood and Bone by Tomi Adeyemi 
May include map on endpapers. Seventeen-year-old Zelie, her older brother Tzain, and rogue 
princess Amari fight to restore magic to the land and activate a new generation of magi, but they 
are ruthlessly pursued by the crown prince, who believes the return of magic will mean the end of 
the monarchy. 
 

 Ready Player One by Ernest Cline 



  

In the year 2044, Wade Watts, like the rest of humanity, chooses to escape reality and spends his 
waking hours in the limitless, utopian virtual world of the OASIS, but when Wade stumbles upon 
the first of the fiendish puzzles set up by OASIS creator James Halliday he finds he must compete 
with thousands of others--including those willing to commit murder--in order to claim a prize of 
massive fortune. 
 

 Throne of Glass series by Sarah J. Maas 
After she has served a year of hard labor in the salt mines of Endovier for her crimes, Crown 
Prince Dorian offers eighteen-year-old assassin Celaena Sardothien her freedom on the condition 
that she act as his champion in a competition to find a new royal assassin. 
 

 Shadow and Bone by Leigh Bardugo 
Orphaned by the Border Wars, Alina Starkov is taken from obscurity and her only friend, Mal, to 
become the protege of the mysterious Darkling, who trains her to join the magical elite in the belief 
that she is the Sun Summoner, who can destroy the monsters of the Fold. 
 

 Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card 
Young Ender Wiggin may prove to be the military genius Earth needs to fight a desperate battle 
against a deadly alien race that will determine the future of the human race. 

ADVENTURE 
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 The Van Gogh Deception by Deron Hicks 
When a young boy is discovered in Washington, DC's National Gallery of Art without any recollection of 
who he is, he must piece together the disjointed clues of his origins while using his limited knowledge to 
stop one of the greatest art frauds ever attempted. 



  
 

 Alex Rider: Stormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz 
After the death of the uncle who had been his guardian, fourteen-year-old Alex Rider is coerced to continue 
his uncle's dangerous work for Britain's intelligence agency, MI6. 
 
 

Ranger’s Apprentice by John A. Flanagan 
When Will is rejected by battle school, he becomes the reluctant apprentice to the mysterious Ranger Halt, 
and winds up protecting the kingdom from danger. 
 

 To Catch a Cheat by Varian Johnson 
Sequel to: The great greene heist. Because of his reputation for practical jokes Jackson Greene is the 
automatic suspect for anything that goes wrong at school--but when he and his friends are framed for a 
crime they did not commit, Gang Greene sets out to expose the students responsible, who are trying to 
blackmail Jackson into helping them cheat on an important test. 
 

 Edge of Extinction The Ark Plan by Laura Martin 
A century and a half after cloned dinosaurs forced humans to move into underground compounds, Sky 
discovers a clue to the whereabouts of her long-missing father and ventures above ground on a quest that 
has the potential to save the world. 
 

 Scar Island by Dan Gemeinhart 
Twelve-year-old Jonathan Grisby has been sent to the Slabhenge Reformatory School for Troubled Boys, 
a former lunatic asylum which is currently run by a sadist who enjoys punishing the boys and setting them 



  
against each other; but when a lightning strike kills all the adults the boys find themselves suddenly free--
and trapped on Scar Island which seems to be sinking into the ocean. 
 

 Jada Sly, Artist & Spy by Sherri Winston 
Jada Sly, artist and spy with a flair for all things French, is on a mission to find her missing mom, who she 
believes was also a spy. 
 

 City Spies by James Ponti 
Sara Martinez is facing years in the juvenile detention system for hacking into the foster care computer 
system to prove that her foster parents are crooks. But then she gets a second chance when a mysterious 
man offers her a chance to join a group of MI6 affiliated spies. 
 

 Charlie Thorne and the Last Equation by Stuart Gibb 
The CIA forces twelve-year-old Charlotte "Charlie" Thorne, a rebellious genius, to use her code-breaking 
skills on an epic global chase to locate Einstein's last equation before dangerous agents discover it and 
unlock the solution to harnessing energy. 
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 City Spies by James Ponti 
Sara Martinez is facing years in the juvenile detention system for hacking into the foster care computer 
system to prove that her foster parents are crooks. But then she gets a second chance when a mysterious 
man offers her a chance to join a group of MI6 affiliated spies. 
 



  

 96 Miles by J.L. Esplin 
During a massive blackout in rural Nevada, two brothers struggle to survive without their self-reliance-
obsessed dad and without enough water cross the desert for help. 
 

 Lockwood & Co The Screaming Staircase by Jonathan Stroud 
Follows three young operatives of a psychic detection agency as they battle an epidemic of ghosts in 
London. 
 
From the Publisher 
 

 Raft by S.A. Bodeen 
Experienced traveler Robie, having decided to take a cargo plane from Honolulu to Midway Atoll after a 
visit with her aunt, struggles to survive with the co-pilot, Max, after the plane crashes in the Pacific Ocean 
and they are left on a raft in shark-infested waters with only one bag of Skittles. 
 

 Stranded by Jeff Probst and Chris Tebbetts 
Jane, Buzz, Carter, and Vanessa, aged nine to thirteen, are on a sailing trip in the South Pacific intended to 
help them bond in their newly-blended family when a massive storm strands them on a deserted island. 
 

 I Am the Weapon by Allen Zadoff 
Sixteen-year-old Boy Nobody, an assassin controlled by a shadowy government organization, The 
Program, considers sabotaging his latest mission because his target reminds him of the normal life he 
craves. 
 



  

Ranger’s Apprentice by John A. Flanagan 
When Will is rejected by battle school, he becomes the reluctant apprentice to the mysterious Ranger Halt, 
and winds up protecting the kingdom from danger. 
 

 Loot by Jude Watson 
When Alfie McQuinn, the notorious jewel thief, is killed on a job, his last words to his son, March, are to 
"find jewels" and this instruction leads the boy to Jules, the twin sister he never knew he had--and the 
perfect partner to carry on the family business. 
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 One of Us is Lying by Karen McManus 
When the creator of a high school gossip app mysteriously dies in front of four high-profile students all four 
become suspects. It's up to them to solve the case. 
 

 Not If I Save You First by Ally Carter 
Maddie and Logan were torn apart by a kidnapping attempt when they were young. They were only kids -- 
Logan's dad was POTUS and Maddie's father was the Secret Service agent meant to guard him. The 
kidnappers were stopped -- but Maddie was whisked off to Alaska with her father, for satety. Maddie and 
Logan had been inseparable . . . but then she never heard from him again. 
 

 Girl, Stolen by April Henry 
When an impulsive carjacking turns into a kidnapping, Griffin, a high school dropout, finds himself more in 
sympathy with his wealthy, blind victim, sixteen-year-old Cheyenne, than with his greedy father. 
 



  

 Raft by S.A. Bodeen 
Experienced traveler Robie, having decided to take a cargo plane from Honolulu to Midway Atoll after a 
visit with her aunt, struggles to survive with the co-pilot, Max, after the plane crashes in the Pacific Ocean 
and they are left on a raft in shark-infested waters with only one bag of Skittles. 
 
 
 

 Heist Society by Ally Carter 
Fifteen-year-old Kat schemes her way into the best boarding school, hoping to leave the thieving antics of 
her family behind her, but Hal, a former co-conspirator, appears on campus to tell Kat that a powerful 
mobster believes her father stole art from a priceless collection, and in order to save him, Kat will have to 
recover the paintings. 
 

 Cherub by Robert Muchamore 
CHERUB agents are highly trained, extremely talented--and all under the age of seventeen. For official 
purposes, these agents do not exist. They are sent out on missions to spy on terrorists, hack into crucial 
documents, and gather intel on global threats--all without gadgets or weapons. It is an extremely 
dangerous job, but these agents have one crucial advantage: Adults never suspect that teens are spying 
on them. 
 

 Beauty Queens by Libba Bray 
When a plane crash strands thirteen teen beauty contestants on a mysterious island, they struggle to 
survive, to get along with one another, to combat the island's other diabolical occupants, and to learn their 
dance numbers in case they are rescued in time for the competition. 
 



  

 Wolf by Wolf by Ryan Graudin 
The first book in a duology about an alternate version of 1956 where the Axis powers won WWII, and hold 
an annual motorcycle race across their conjoined continents to commemorate their victory. 
 

 The Fixer by Jennifer Lynn Barnes 
When her grandfather develops dementia, sixteen-year-old Tess, who has been keeping his Montana 
ranch going, is whisked away to Washington, D.C., by a sister she barely knows and thrown into a world of 
politics, power, wealth, love triangles, and family secrets. 

 

HORROR/CREEPY 
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 Coraline by Neil Gaiman 
Looking for excitement, Coraline ventures through a mysterious door into a world that is similar, yet 

disturbingly different from her own, where she must challenge a gruesome entity in order to save herself, 

her parents, and the souls of three others. 

 
 

 100 Cupboards by N.D. Wilson 
Twelve-year-old Henry York and his cousin Henrietta discover 100 hidden portals to other worlds in the 
bedroom wall of his aunt and uncle's house. 
 



  

 Lockwood & Co The Screaming Staircase by Jonathan Stroud 
Follows three young operatives of a psychic detection agency as they battle an epidemic of ghosts in 
London. 
 

A Tale of Dark and Grimm by Adam Gidwitz 
Follows Hansel and Gretel as they walk out of their own story and into eight more tales, encountering such 

wicked creatures as witches, along with kindly strangers and other helpful folk. Based in part on the 

Grimms' fairy tales Faithful Johannes, Hansel and Gretel, The seven ravens, Brother and sister, The robber 

bridegroom, and The devil and his three golden hairs. 

 Doll Bones by Holly Black 
Zach, Alice, and Poppy, friends from a Pennsylvania middle school who have long enjoyed acting out 
imaginary adventures with dolls and action figures, embark on a real-life quest to Ohio to bury a doll made 
from the ashes of a dead girl. 
 

 The Peculiar Incident on Shady Street by Lindsay Currie 
When lights start flickering and temperatures suddenly drop, twelve-year-old Tessa Woodward, sensing 
her new house may be haunted, recruits some new friends to help her unravel the mystery of who or what 
is trying to communicate with her and why. 

 



  

HISOTRICAL FICTION 
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Sweep by Jonathan Auxier 
Map on end papers. In nineteenth-century England, after her father's disappearance Nan 
Sparrow, ten, works as a "climbing boy," aiding chimney sweeps, but when her most treasured 
possessions end up in a fireplace, she unwittingly creates a golem. 
 

 Allies by Alan Gratz 
It is June 6, 1944, D-Day, and Dee Carpenter (true name Dietrich Zimmermann), an underage 
private in the United States Army, is headed for Omaha Beach, seeking revenge for his uncle, 
who was arrested by Nazis when Dee was a little boy; meanwhile, Samira Zidano, an eleven-year 
old French-Algerian girl is looking for the French resistance, desperate to deliver the message that 
the invasion is about to begin, and get their help in freeing her mother--this is the most important 
day of the twentieth century, and both children want to fight, and survive. 
 

 Words on Fire by Jennifer A. Nielsen 
In 1893 twelve-year-old Audra lives on a farm in Lithuania, and tries to avoid the Cossack soldiers 
who enforce the Russian decrees that ban Lithuanian books, religion, culture, and even the 
language; but when the soldiers invade the farm Audra is the only one who escapes and, unsure 
of what has happened to her parents, she embarks on a dangerous journey, carrying the 
smuggled Lithuanian books that fuel the growing resistance movement, unsure of who to trust, but 
risking her life and freedom for her country. 
 

 Mad Wolf’s Daughter by Diane Magras 
In 1210 Scotland, when invading knights capture 12-year-old Drest's father, the Mad Wolf of the 
North, and her beloved brothers who make up his fearsome war-band, she sets off to rescue them 



  

from the castle prison, taking along a wounded knight as her captive to trade for her family's 
freedom. 
 
The Inquisitor’s Tale: Or, The Three Magical Children and Their Holy Dog by Adam Gidwitz 

 The War That Saved My Life by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley 
A young disabled girl and her brother are evacuated from London to the English countryside 
during World War II, where they find life to be much sweeter away from their abusive mother. 
 

 The Blackbird Girls by Anne Blankman 
Includes bibliographical references. "On a spring morning, neighbors Valentina Kaplan and 
Oksana Savchenko wake up to an angry red sky. A reactor at the nuclear power plant where their 
fathers work--Chernobyl--has exploded. Before they know it, the two girls, who've always been 
enemies, find themselves on a train bound for Leningrad to stay with Valentina's estranged 
grandmother, Rita Grigorievna. In their new lives in Leningrad, they begin to learn what it means 
to trust another person. Oksana must face the lies her parents told her all her life. Valentina must 
keep her grandmother's secret, one that could put all their lives in danger. And both of them 
discover something they've wished for: a best friend. But how far would you go to save your best 
friend's life? Would you risk your own?” 
 

Indian No More by Charlene Willing McManis and Traci Sorell 
When Regina's Umpqua tribe is legally terminated and her family must relocate from Oregon to 
Los Angeles, she goes on a quest to understand her identity as an Indian despite being so far 
from home. 

7 

 Allies by Alan Gratz 



  

It is June 6, 1944, D-Day, and Dee Carpenter (true name Dietrich Zimmermann), an underage 
private in the United States Army, is headed for Omaha Beach, seeking revenge for his uncle, 
who was arrested by Nazis when Dee was a little boy; meanwhile, Samira Zidano, an eleven-year 
old French-Algerian girl is looking for the French resistance, desperate to deliver the message that 
the invasion is about to begin, and get their help in freeing her mother--this is the most important 
day of the twentieth century, and both children want to fight, and survive. 
 

 Words on Fire by Jennifer A. Nielsen 
In 1893 twelve-year-old Audra lives on a farm in Lithuania, and tries to avoid the Cossack soldiers 
who enforce the Russian decrees that ban Lithuanian books, religion, culture, and even the 
language; but when the soldiers invade the farm Audra is the only one who escapes and, unsure 
of what has happened to her parents, she embarks on a dangerous journey, carrying the 
smuggled Lithuanian books that fuel the growing resistance movement, unsure of who to trust, but 
risking her life and freedom for her country. 
 

 Some Kind of Courage by Dan Gemeinhart 
In 1890 Washington the only family Joseph Johnson has left is his half-wild Indian pony, Sarah, so 
when she is sold by a man who has no right to do so, he sets out to get her back--and he plans to 
let nothing stop him in his quest. 
 

Fever 1793 by Laurie Halse Anderson 
Sixteen-year-old Matilda Cook, separated from her sick mother, learns about perseverance and 
self-reliance when she is forced to cope with the horrors of the yellow fever epidemic in 
Philadelphia in 1793. 
 

 Refugee by Alan Gratz 
Although separated by continents and decades, Josef, a Jewish boy livng in 1930s Nazi Germany; 
Isabel, a Cuban girl trying to escape the riots and unrest plaguing her country in 1994; and 



  

Mahmoud, a Syrian boy in 2015 whose homeland is torn apart by violence and destruction, 
embark on harrowing journeys in search of refuge, discovering shocking connections that tie their 
stories together. 
 

 Anne Frank’s Diary: The Graphic Adaptation adapted by Ari Folman 
Adaptation of: Achterhuis / Anne Frank. A comic adaptation of the diary penned by Anne Frank, a girl 
whose family was in hiding from the Nazis. 
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The Fountains of Silence by Ruta Sepetys 
At the Castellana Hilton in 1957 Madrid, eighteen-year-old Daniel Matheson connects with Ana Moreno 
through photography and fate as Daniel discovers the incredibly dark side of the city under Generalissimo 
Franco's rule. 
 

 Stalking Jack the Ripper by Kerri Maniscalo 
Audrey Rose Wadsworth, a highborn Victorian young lady, is determined to understand the nature of death 
after her own mother's death and as she is secretly apprenticing in forensics she finds herself embroiled in 
the investigation of serial killer Jack the Ripper. 
 

Prisoner B-3087 by Alan Gatz 
"Based on the true story by Ruth and Jack Gruener.";"While the story of Jack Gruener is true--and 
remarkable--this book is a work of fiction. As an author I've taken some liberties with time and events to 
paint a fuller and more representative picture of the Holocaust as a whole."--Afterword. Based on the life of 
Jack Gruener, this book relates his story of survival from the Nazi occupation of Krakow, when he was 
eleven, through a succession of concentration camps, to the final liberation of Dachau. 
 



  

 Undefeated: Jim Thorpe and the Carlisle Indian School Football Team by Steve Sheinkin 
Includes bibliographical references (pages 234-266) and index. "A great American sport and Native 
American history come together in this true story of how Jim Thorpe and Pop Warner created the 
legendary Carlisle Indians football team"--Provided by publisher. 
 

 Bomb: The Race to Build and Steal the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon by Steve 
Sheinkin 
Examines the history of the atomic bomb, discussing the discovery of the behavior of uranium when placed 
next to radioactive material, the race to build a bomb, and the impact of the weapon on societies around 
the world. 
 

 A Night Divided by Jennifer A. Nielsen 
When the Berlin Wall went up, Gerta, her mother, and her brother Fritz were trapped on the eastern side 
where they were living, while her father, and her other brother Dominic were in the West--four years later, 
now twelve, Gerta sees her father on a viewing platform on the western side and realizes he wants her to 
risk her life trying to tunnel to freedom. 
 

 Code Talker by Joseph Bruchac 
After being taught in a boarding school run by whites that Navajo is a useless language, Ned Begay and 
other Navajo men are recruited by the Marines to become Code Talkers, sending messages during World 
War II in their native tongue. 
 

 Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 



  
In 1941, fifteen-year-old Lina, her mother, and brother are pulled from their Lithuanian home by Soviet 
guards and sent to Siberia, where her father is sentenced to death in a prison camp while she fights for her 
life, vowing to honor her family and the thousands like hers by burying her story in a jar on Lithuanian soil. 
Based on the author's family, includes a historical note. 

 

 Bonnie and Clyde: The Making of a Legend by Karen Blumenthal 
Traces Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow's wild path from dirt-poor Dallas teens to their astonishingly violent 
end and the complicated legacy that survives them both. 
 
 
 

 Hidden Figures (Young Readers’ Edition) by Margot Lee Shetterly 
Before John Glenn orbited Earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the Moon, a group of dedicated female 
mathematicians known as 'human computers' used pencils, slide rules and adding machines to calculate 
the numbers that would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space. Among these problem-solvers were a 
group of exceptionally talented African American women, some of the brightest minds of their generation. 

 
 

REALISTIC FICTION 
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 Can You See Me by Libby Scott and Rebecca Westcott 
Eleven-year-old Tally is starting sixth grade at Kingswood Academy and she really wants to fit in, which 
means somehow hiding her autism, hypersensitivity to touch, and true self, and trying to act "normal" like 
her former best friend, Layla, who is distancing herself from Tally and her fourteen-year-old sister, Nell, 
who is always angry with Tally for being different; but as she records her thoughts and anxieties in her 
coping diary, Tally begins to wonder--what is "normal" anyway? 
 



  

Wink by Rob Harrell 
After being diagnosed with a rare eye cancer, twelve-year-old Ross discovers how music, art, and true 
friends can help him survive both treatment and middle school. 
 

 From the Desk of Zoe Washington by Janae Marks 
Avid baker Zoe Washington receives a letter on her twelfth birthday from her biological father, who is in 
prison for a terrible crime. 
 

 Genesis Begins Again by Alicia D. Williams 
Thirteen-year-old Genesis tries again and again to lighten her black skin, thinking it is the root of her 
family's troubles, before discovering reasons to love herself as is. 
 

 Insignificant Events in the Life of a Cactus by Dusti Bowling 
Aven Green loves to tell people that she lost her arms in an alligator wrestling match, or a wildfire in 
Tanzania, but the truth is she was born without them. And when her parents take a job running Stagecoach 
Pass, a rundown western theme park in Arizona, Aven moves with them across the country knowing that 
she'll have to answer the question over and over again. Her new life takes an unexpected turn when she 
bonds with Connor, a classmate who also feels isolated because of his own disability, and they discover a 
room at Stagecoach Pass that holds bigger secrets than Aven ever could have imagined. It's hard to solve 
a mystery, help a friend, and face your worst fears. But Aven's about to discover she can do it all . . . even 
without arms. 
 

 Booked by Kwame Alexander 



  
Twelve-year-old Nick loves soccer and hates books, but soon learns the power of words as he wrestles 
with problems at home, stands up to a bully, and tries to impress the girl of his dreams. 
 

 Emmy in the Key of Code by Aimee Lucido 
Sixth-grader Emmy tries to find her place in a new school and to figure out how she can create her own 
kind of music using a computer. 
 
 

Out of My Mind by Sharon M. Draper 
Considered by many to be mentally retarded, a brilliant, impatient fifth-grader with cerebral palsy discovers 
a technological device that will allow her to speak for the first time. 
 

Ghost by Jason Reynolds 
Ghost, a naturally talented runner and troublemaker, is recruited for an elite middle school track team. He 
must stay on track, literally and figuratively, to reach his full potential. 
 

 Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish by Pablo Cartaya 
Marcus just wants to help his single mom get by and protect his brother from bullies, but he creates more 
problems than he solves. His mother decides a trip to visit family in Puerto Rico is just the thing they need. 
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 Pippa Park Raises Her Game by Erin Yun 
Readers will cheer on Korean American Pippa Park in this compelling middle grade reimagining of Great 
Expectations. Navigating friendships and cyberbullying at a new school, Pippa reinvents herself and 
discovers who she really is. 
 

 Maybe He Just Likes You by Barbara Dees 
When boys in her class start touching seventh-grader Mila and making her feel uncomfortable, she does 
not want to tell her friends or mother until she reaches her breaking point. 
 

T he Crossover by Kwame Alexander 
Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on and off the court 
as their father ignores his declining health. 
 

 Nowhere Boy by Katherine Marsh 
When Max finds Ahmed, a Syrian refugee, hiding alone in his basement in Belgium, Max decides to help 
Ahmed by keeping him secret and safe. 

 

 Sara and the Search for Normal by Wesley King 
Sara wants one thing: to be normal. What she has instead are multiple diagnoses from Dr. Ring. Sara’s 
constant battle with False Alarm—what she calls panic attacks—and other episodes cause her to isolate 
herself. She rarely speaks, especially not at school, and so she doesn’t have any friends. But when she 
starts group therapy she meets someone new. Talkative and outgoing Erin doesn’t believe in “normal,” and 



  
Sara finds herself in unfamiliar territory: at the movies, at a birthday party, and with someone to tell about 
her crush—in short, with a friend. But there’s more to Erin than her cheerful exterior, and Sara begins to 
wonder if helping Erin will mean sacrificing their friendship. 
 

 The List of Things that Will Not Change by Rebecca Stead 
Despite her parents' divorce, her father's coming out as gay, and his plans to marry his boyfriend, ten-year-
old Bea is reassured by her parents' unconditional love, excited about getting a stepsister, and haunted by 
something she did last summer at her father's lake house. 
 

 From the Desk of Zoe Washington by Janae Marks 
Avid baker Zoe Washington receives a letter on her twelfth birthday from her biological father, who is in 
prison for a terrible crime. 
 

 Black Brother Black Brother by Jewell Parker Rhodes 
Includes bibliographical references (pages 235-239). Suspended unjustly from elite Middlefield Prep, Donte 
Ellison studies fencing with a former champion, hoping to put the racist fencing team captain in his place. 
 

 For Black Girls Like Me by Mariama J. Lockington 
Eleven-year-old Makeda dreams of meeting her African American mother, while coping with serious 
problems in her white adopted family, a cross-country move, and being homeschooled. 

 



  

COMEDY/FUNNY 
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 The Wishmakers by Tyler Whitesides 
Twelve-year-old Ace's life is about to change in the most unexpected and magical ways all because of a 
peanut butter jar. When he opens it, he inadvertently releases a genie named Ridge. Now a Wishmaker, 
Ace is given a week to complete a seemingly impossible quest, and if he fails the world will end in the most 
tragic (but cuddly) way imaginable. 
 

 Strange Case of the Origami Yoda by Tom Angleberger 
Sixth-grader Tommy and his friends describe their interactions with a paper finger puppet of Yoda, worn by 
their weird classmate Dwight, as they try to figure out whether or not the puppet can really predict the 
future. Includes instructions for making Origami Yoda. 
 

 A Whole Nother Story by Cuthbert Soup 
Ethan Cheeseman and his children, ages eight, twelve, and fourteen, hope to settle in a nice small town, at 
least long enough to complete work on a time machine, but spies and government agents have been 
pursuing them for two years and are about to catch up. 
 

 Middle School: The Worst Years of my Life by James Patterson and Chris Tebbetts 
When Rafe Khatchadorian enters middle school, he teams up with his best friend, "Leo the Silent," to 
create a game to make school more fun by trying to break every rule in the school's code of conduct. 
 



  

 The Croc Ate My Homework by Stephan Pastis 
A collection of "Pearls Before Swine" comic strips specifically chosen for younger readers, featuring the 
adventures of a know-it-all Rat, a slow-witted Pig, and their other animal friends. 
 

The Tapper Twins Go to War (with each other) by Geoff Rodkey 
An oral history that reports, through transcribed recordings, text messages, photographs, illustrations, 
screenshots, and more, an epic prank war between twelve-year-old twins Reese and Claudia Tapper of 
New York City. 
 

 

NONFICTION 
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 Awesome Achievers in Technology by Alan Katz 
Looks at the important breakthroughs made by 12 lesser-known figures in tech history, including Robert 
Adler, Dr. Shirley Ann Jackson, and Marie Van Brittan Brown. 
 

 Survivors of the Holocaust: True Stories of Six Extraordinary Children by Kath 
Shackleton 
This graphic novel tells the true stories of six Jewish children and young people who survived the 
Holocaust. 
 



  

Amelia Earhart (First Names) by Andrew Prentice 
Includes bibliographical references (pages 147-148) and index. Tells the life story of Amelia Earhart, from 
her early life in Kansas to becoming the first woman to make a solo flight across the Atlantic Ocean. 
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 Rise Up: Ordinary Kids With Extraordinary Stories by Amanda Li 
Presents true stories of girls and boys from around the world who have overcome challenges, including 
Greta Thunberg, Desmond Doss, and Malala Yousafzai. 
 

 Anne Frank’s Diary: The Graphic Adaptation adapted by Ari Folman 
Adaptation of: Achterhuis / Anne Frank. A comic adaptation of the diary penned by Anne Frank, a girl 
whose family was in hiding from the Nazis. 
 

 Bonnie and Clyde: The Making of a Legend by Karen Blumenthal 
Traces Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow's wild path from dirt-poor Dallas teens to their astonishingly violent 
end and the complicated legacy that survives them both. 
 

 It’s Up to You, Abe Lincoln: How I Made the Biggest Decisions of My Life by Tom & Leila 
Hirschfeld 
Includes bibliographical references. A biography of Abraham Lincoln that explores ten crucial decisions he 
made during his life and follows his footsteps through the close calls that defined his leadership and 
shaped America. 



  
 
 

 Path to the Stars: My Journey from Girl Scout to Rocket Scientist by Sylvia Acevedo 
The inspiring memoir for young readers about a Latina rocket scientist whose early life was transformed by 
joining the Girl Scouts and who currently serves as CEO of the Girl Scouts of the USA. 
 

Norse Mythology by Neil Gaiman 
Neil Gaiman presents a version of the great Norse myths, fashioning primeval stories into a novelistic arc 
that begins with the genesis of the legendary nine worlds; delves into the exploits of the deities, dwarves, 
and giants; and culminates in Ragnarok, the twilight of the gods and the rebirth of a new time and people. 
 

 Hidden Figures (Young Readers’ Edition) by Margot Lee Shetterly 
Before John Glenn orbited Earth, or Neil Armstrong walked on the Moon, a group of dedicated female 
mathematicians known as 'human computers' used pencils, slide rules and adding machines to calculate the 
numbers that would launch rockets, and astronauts, into space. Among these problem-solvers were a group of 
exceptionally talented African American women, some of the brightest minds of their generation. 

ROMANCE 
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 All the Bright Places by Jennifer Niven 
Told in alternating voices, when Theodore Finch and Violet Markey meet on the ledge of the bell tower at 
school, both teetering on the edge, it's the beginning of an unlikely relationship, a journey to discover the 
"natural wonders" of the state of Indiana, and two teens' desperate desire to heal and save one another. 
 



  

 The Fault in Our Stars by John Green 
Sixteen-year-old Hazel, a stage IV thyroid cancer patient, has accepted her terminal diagnosis until a 
chance meeting with a boy at cancer support group forces her to reexamine her perspective on love, loss, 
and life. 
 

 Eleanor and Park by Rainbow Rowell 
Set over the course of one school year in 1986, this is the story of two star-crossed misfits--smart enough 
to know that first love almost never lasts, but brave and desperate enough to try. 
 

 Matched by Ally Condie 
Cassia has always had complete trust in the Society to make decisions for her, but when she is being 
paired with her ideal mate, a second face flashes on the screen, and Cassia begins to doubt the Society's 
infallibility as she tries to decide which man she truly loves. 
 

 The Selection by Kiera Cass 
Sixteen-year-old America Singer is living in the caste-divided nation of Illea, which formed after the war that 
destroyed the United States. America is chosen to compete in the Selection--a contest to see which girl 
can win the heart of Illea's prince--but all she really wants is a chance for a future with her secret love, 
Aspen, who is a caste below her. 
 

 Shatter Me by Tahereh Mafi 
Ostracized or incarcerated her whole life, seventeen-year-old Juliette is freed on the condition that she use 
her horrific abilities in support of The Reestablishment, a post-apocalyptic dictatorship, but Adam, the only 
person ever to show her affection, offers hope of a better future. 



  
 
 

 To All The Boys I’ve Loved Before by Jenny Han 
Lara Jean writes love letters to all the boys she has loved and then hides them in a hatbox until one day 
those letters are accidentally sent. 

 

DYSTOPIAN 
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 Ashfall by Mike Mullin 
After the eruption of the Yellowstone supervolcano destroys his city and its surroundings, fifteen-year-old 
Alex must journey from Cedar Falls, Iowa, to Illinois to find his parents and sister, trying to survive in a 
transformed landscape and a new society in which all the old rules of living have vanished. 
 

 Zombie Survival Guide by Max Brooks 
Offers trusted, proven tips to help people survive a zombie attack, explaining how people can protect 
themselves and their loved ones from the hordes of undead that roam the earth. 
 

 Scythe by Neal Shusterman 
In a world where disease has been eliminated, the only way to die is to be randomly killed ('gleaned') by 
professional reapers ('scythes'). Two teens must compete with each other to become a scythe--a position 
neither of them wants. The one who becomes a scythe must kill the one who doesn't. 
 



  

 The Program by Suzanne Young 
When suicide becomes a worldwide epidemic, the only known cure is The Program, a treatment in which 
painful memories are erased, a fate worse than death to seventeen-year-old Sloane who knows that The 
Program will steal memories of her dead brother and boyfriend. 
 

 Legend by Marie Lu 
In a dark future, when North America has split into two warring nations, fifteen-year-olds Day, a famous 
criminal, and prodigy June, the brilliant soldier hired to capture him, discover that they have a common 
enemy. 
 

 The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 
Sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen accidentally becomes a contender in the annual Hunger Games, a 
grave competition hosted by the Capitol where young boys and girls are pitted against one another in a 
televised fight to the death. 
 

 The Belles by Dhonielle Clayton 
In a world where Beauty is a commodity only a few control, one Belle will learn the dark secrets behind her 
powers, and rise up to change the world. 
 

 The Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard 
(Book 1) Graceling meets The Selection in debut novelist Victoria Aveyard's sweeping tale of seventeen-
year-old Mare, a common girl whose once-latent magical power draws her into the dangerous intrigue of 
the king's palace. Will her power save her or condemn her? 
 



  
 

ALL GRADES 6-8 
(http://www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/book-lists/2020-summer-reading-list) 
 

 Be Prepared by Vera Brosgol 
Laugh, cringe, and root for Vera as she navigates Russian summer camp. 
 

 Beverly, Right Here by Kate DiCamillo 
After the unbearable loss of her dog, Beverly Tapinski runs away from her troubled home to a small Florida 
beach town where a quirky cast of characters helps her pick up pieces of her heart. 
 

 The Bridge Home by Padma Venkatraman 
Runaway sisters Viji and Rukku end up living on the streets of Chennai, where they find a new family of friends 
who help them to survive by scavenging the city’s mountains of rubbish. 
 

 Caterpillar Summer by Gillian McDunn 
An unexpected change in plans leaves Caterpillar to navigate an adventurous summer with her brother, who is 
autistic.  
 

 Dissenter on the Bench: Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s Life and Work by Victoria Ortiz 
This biography provides highlights from the iconic Supreme Court justice’s life and career and will inspire 
young readers to change the world. 

http://www.ala.org/alsc/publications-resources/book-lists/2020-summer-reading-list


  
 

 Each Tiny Spark by Pablo Cartaya 
When Emilia Torres’s father returns from deployment, he’s not quite the same, but they’re able to bond over 
welding. 
 

 I Can Make This Promise by Christine Day 
Edie discovers a mysterious box in the attic, filled with pictures of a woman who looks just like her. The 
discovery is the beginning of a journey to uncover her family’s secrets and find her own Native American 
identity. 
 

 Ivy Aberdeen’s Letter to the World by Ashley Herring Blake 
After a devastating tornado hits her town and destroys her home, Ivy Aberdeen develops a crush on another 
girl at school. 
 

 Just Jaime by Terri Libenson 
The last day of seventh grade has Jaime and Maya wondering who their real friends are: What do you do when 
it feels like you’re drifting apart from your best friend? How can you tell who is a true friend? 
 

 Look Both Ways: A Tale Told in Ten Blocks by Jason Reynolds, illustrated by Alexander 
Nabaum 
Ten concurrent stories, ten captivating characters, one school bus falling from the sky. 
 



  

 Marcus Vega Doesn’t Speak Spanish by Pablo Cartaya 
Marcus just wants to help his single mom get by and protect his brother from bullies, but he creates more 
problems than he solves. His mother decides a trip to visit family in Puerto Rico is just the thing they need. 
 

 New Kid by Jerry Craft 
Seventh-grader Jordan Banks navigates a new private school lauded for its academics. The school is lacking 
in both diversity and art, making the transition difficult for art-loving African American Jordan. 
 

 The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani 
A gripping story of one family’s flight from Pakistan during the partition of India in 1947, as told by twelve-year-
old Nisha to her diary. 
 

 Nowhere Boy by Katherine Marsh 
When Max finds Ahmed, a Syrian refugee, hiding alone in his basement in Belgium, Max decides to help 
Ahmed by keeping him secret and safe. 
 

 Pay Attention, Carter Jones by Gary D. Schmidt 
Carter’s first day of middle school gets off to an unusual start: he opens his front door and finds an English 
butler standing on the doorstep, sent by his late grandfather to help mend the family.  
 



  

 Peasprout Chen, Future Legend of Skate and Sword by Henry Lien 
Peasprout and her brother, Cricket, are accepted into Pearl Famous Academy of Skate and Sword to study wu 
liu, martial arts figure skating. High-stakes competition, political intrigue, and more await them. First in a series. 
 

 Putting Peace First: 7 Commitments to Change the World by Eric Dawson 
Learn how to make a difference and spread peace in the world NOW with this step by-step guide to putting 
your visions into practice. 
 

 Queen of the Sea by Dylan Meconis 
History is reimagined in this graphic novel retelling of the exile of Queen Elizabeth I. 
 

The Remarkable Journey of Coyote Sunrise by Dan Gemeinhart 
Coyote Sunrise and her dad travel the country in their school bus. Along the way, they meet new friends who 
help them see their world in a new way and heal from the tragedy that hit their family five years earlier. 
 

 Sal and Gabi Break the Universe by Carlos Hernandez 
Cuban culture is woven through this zany sci-fi story told by 13-year-old Sal, an aspiring magician who can rip 
holes in the fabric of the universe. 
 



  

 Sci-Fu by Yehudi Mercado 
It’s 1980s Brooklyn, and Wax just scratched the perfect beat, attracting the attention of an evil alien robot who 
transports his family, best friend, and crush to the planet Discopia, where Wax must master the art of sci-fu if 
he wants to fight the bad guys, save the universe, and get back to Earth. 
 

 The Season of Styx Malone by Kekla Magoon 
An ordinary summer is upended with a splash when Styx Malone, who is sixteen and oozes cool, moves to 
town and befriends brothers Caleb and Bobby. 
 

 Song for a Whale by Lynne Kelly 
Iris, who struggles to communicate with others because she is deaf, feels a kinship with a whale in a similar 
situation thousands of miles away and tries to make a connection. 
 

 The Stars beneath Our Feet by David Barclay Moore 
In the wake of his brother’s death, a gift of LEGOs sets 12-year-old Lolly on a journey to find himself and a 
community in his Harlem neighborhood. 
 

 Us, in Progress: Short Stories about Young Latinos by Lulu Delacre 
A collection of short stories offering refreshing and nuanced depictions of young Latinx boys and girls growing 
up in the United States. 
 



  

 White Bird: A Wonder Story by R. J. Palacio, illustrated by the author and Kevin Czap 
The grandmother of Wonder’s Julian tells him the story of her experience during World War II, where she had 
to hide in a barn to escape persecution from the Nazis. 
 
 

9th grade and up 
(http://www.ala.org/yalsa/teenstopten) 
 Denotes that a book is also available in e-book format. 
 

#MurderFunding (#MurderTrending #2) by Gretchen McNeil. 
After Becca's mom's death, a mysterious girl shows up at Becca's school. With theories floating around the internet 
about the true identity of some famous serial killers, Becca goes on a mission to figure out her mom's past. 
 

Are You Listening? by Tillie Walden. 

Bea encounters Lou, a talented mechanic escaping her past life. On a winding road trip through West Texas, 
they discover more about themselves and each other, and are finally able to come to terms with their past. 
Along with friendship and emotional struggles, this novel uncovers a whimsical magic. 
 

Aurora Rising by Amie Kaufman and Jay Kristoff 

When Tyler Jones saves Aurora Jie-Lin O'Malley, he doesn't expect to be pulled into an intergalactic adventure 
that threatens the living universe and puts his very values to the test. Instead, he's more worried about the rag-
tag squad of Aurora Academy dredges that he's been assigned after missing the Draft. But together they 
embark on a mission to understand Aurora's paranormal behavior, and in the process become more than just 
friends. 
 

http://www.ala.org/yalsa/teenstopten


  

The Beast Player by Nahoko Uehashi. Translated by Cathy Hirano. 

Orphaned Elin learns to use her ability to communicate with animals as she navigates through political unrest. 
The beauty and power of the natural world are at the heart of this captivating, nimbly translated Japanese 
fantasy. 
 

Between Worlds: Folktales of Britain and Ireland by Kevin Crossley-Holland. Between Worlds is a 
book full of many wonderful and interesting folktales from both Britain and Ireland. There are many stories of 
different genres, including Magic and Wonder, Adventures and Legends, and even about ghosts! While some 
stories last up to 13 pages, there are others that only last as long as one to three pages! 
 

 Broken Throne: A Red Queen Collection by Victoria Aveyard. 

Mare Barrow's world is divided by blood—those with common, Red blood serve the Silverblooded elite, who 
are gifted with superhuman abilities. Mare is a Red, scraping by as a thief in a poor, rural village, until a twist of 
fate throws her in front of the Silver court. Before the king, princes, and all the nobles, she discovers she has 
an ability of her own. Follow Mare in this series collection, with three new unpublished novellas! 
 

 Dreamland: The True Tale of America's Opiate Epidemic by Sam Quinones. 

Dreamland tells the tale of America's opiate epidemic in a way that feels as though you are hearing it firsthand; 
it weaves the stories of addicts and activists alike into a novel that is enticing and shocking. Quinones writes a 
novel that shows the behind the scenes of an epidemic that hits close to the heart of many Americans, yet he 
tells it in a way that takes you on an adventure rather than a report. 
 

 The Field Guide to the North American Teenager by Ben Philippe. 



  
Norris Kaplan, a hilarious, snarky black French-Canadian teen, has to move from Montreal to Austin, Texas 
with his single mother. In his less-than-ideal new environment, he meets new people and starts categorizing 
them with his trademark Kaplan-wit in a notebook, for his own amusement. He makes new friends and 
experiences brief romance but is overall hilarious and painfully honest about his experience on uncharted 
grounds. 
 

 Frankly in Love by David Yoon. G.P. 

Frank Li’s parents are traditional Korean parents—only Korean girls are acceptable for dating and marriage. 
The problem is, Frank falls in love with a white girl, Brit, and he knows his parents will not approve. So to cover 
up his dating scheme and please his parents, he pretends he’s dating a family friend—Joy, the perfect Korean 
girl for his parents. Of course, Frank is stuck in a messy love triangle, but when cancer hits his father, Frank is 
forced to reconsider his life and who he actually is and wants to be. 
 

 The Grace Year by Kim Liggett.  

Tierney lives in a world where women are treated like something men have control over but at the same time 
must be careful of, for they have a mysterious magic. All girls at the age of 16 must complete something called 
the Grace Year, a year of banishment from greater society. Tierney wants to make it out of the Grace year 
alive and go to work on the fields. But things don't exactly go according to plan. She and the girls she's with, in 
fact, uncover some of the biggest secrets of their world. 
 

 Last Bus to Everland by Sophie Cameron.  

Brody Fair is a teenager that not many people understood – not his parents, siblings, and obviously not the 
girls in his neighborhood that make his life a living nightmare. But one day he meets Nico who takes him into a 
very bizarre world that only opens at 11:21pm and in there he meets a few people that become his friends. But 
when the doors start to close, Brody needs to make a choice of either staying in Everland with Nico and risking 
not seeing his family again or going home and having to say goodbye to Nico and Everland forever. 
 

 Laura Dean Keeps Breaking Up with Me by Mariko Tamaki.  

17-year-old Fredrica Riley is in and out of a relationship with the most popular girl in school, Laura Dean. 
Freddy loves Laura, but when she's with her, Freddy isn't quite happy. The more Freddy is with Laura, the 



  
more friends she loses, including her closest friend Doodle. Freddy starts to wonder if Laura's not the problem, 
but herself. So, she seeks the advice of Anna Vice online and starts to get her life together after the advice to 
"break up with her." 
 

 Lovely War by Julie Berry.  

It's 1917, and World War I is at its zenith when Hazel and James first catch sight of each other at a London 
party. She's a shy and talented pianist; he's a newly minted soldier with dreams of becoming an architect. 
When they fall in love, it's immediate and deep – and cut short when James is shipped off to the killing fields. 
 

 The Memory Thief by Lauren Mansy.  

17-year-old Etta Lark wants to live outside of the corrupt culture of her realm, but grapples with the guilt of an 
accident that has left her mother bedridden in the city’s asylum. When the ruler of the city, Madame, threatens 
to put her mother up for auction, a Craewick practice in which a "criminal's" memories are sold to the highest 
bidder before being killed, Etta will do whatever it takes to save her. To save her mother, Etta rejoins the 
Shadows, the rebel group she swore off in the wake of the accident years earlier, and sets out to steal a 
memorized map of the Maze, a formidable prison created by the bloodthirsty ruler of a neighboring Realm. 
 

 My Ideal Boyfriend is a Croissant by Laura Dockrill.  

Bluebelle aka BB or Big Bones loves food and is unapologetic about it, but when she has a bad asthma attack, 
she is tasked with losing weight and keeping a food diary. Grudgingly, she accepts, but when a tragedy hits her 
family, it becomes the least of her worries. 
 

 Opposite of Always by Justin A. Reynolds.  

Jack, a nerdy, quirky, and lovable high school senior falls in love with Kate, only to find that she dies a couple 
of months later. Every occurrence of her death sends him back in time to the night they first met to give Jack 
another chance to save Kate. 
 



  

 Pumpkinheads by Rainbow Rowell. Illustrated by Faith Erin Hicks.  

Josiah and Deja have been working the Succotash Hut together for the past three years and this is their last 
night working together before they go off to college. Deja is on a mission to help Josiah talk to his dream girl 
and eat snacks along the way. This dreamy graphic novel tells the cute story of these two teens’ last night at 
the pumpkin patch. 
 

 Stolen Time (Dark Stars #1) by Danielle Rollins.  

Dorothy has been raised her whole life as a con artist. Her surprisingly sheltered life leaves her struggling to 
escape without knowing what she is looking for, and here is where Ash comes in with a time machine. Dorothy 
believes she is simply sneaking onto a plane, but imagine her surprise when she ends up in 2077 instead of 
1913. 
 

 Stronger Than a Bronze Dragon by Mary Fan.  

Seventeen-year-old Anlei wants to protect her village from the shadow spirits called Ligui – even if that means 
marrying the local viceroy and giving up her own freedom. But on the day before her wedding, she meets a 
secretive thief named Tai, and the two of them embark on an epic quest to destroy the Ligui and save the 
world. Their journey will take them to Hell and back, but the mysteries of the shadow spirits are not so easily 
solved. 
 

 These Witches Don’t Burn by Isabel Sterling.  

Hannah, a teen witch in Salem, has to keep her identity a secret so she doesn’t lose her magic forever. Out of 
nowhere, a bloody accident finds its way to a school event and Hannah is convinced it has to do with a blood 
witch that haunted her past. She’s forced to team up with her stubborn ex-girlfriend, Veronica, and together 
they go through a thrilling adventure to try to find whoever is behind this dark magic. 
 



  

 Warhead: The True Story of One Teen Who Almost Saved the World by Jeff Henigson. 

When Jeff, an average 15-year-old learns he has brain cancer, his plans of getting a girlfriend and a new car 
goes falling. While Jeff is fighting for his life, the leaders of the United States and the Soviet Union are in a 
standoff. When Jeff is given a wish, he wishes to meet the leader of the Soviet Union to discuss ending the 
Cold War. Will he be able to achieve World Peace? 
 

Wayward Son (Simon Snow, #2) by Rainbow Rowell.  

Simon Snow did everything he was supposed to do. He beat the villain. He won the war. He even fell in love. 
Now comes the good part, right? Now comes the happily ever after… So why can’t Simon Snow get off the 
couch? What he needs, according to his best friend, is a change of scenery. He just needs to see himself in a 
new light…That’s how Simon, Penny, and Baz end up in a vintage convertible, tearing across the American 
West. 
 

We Hunt the Flame (Sands of Arawiya) by Hafsah Faizal.  

Zafira Bint Iskandar is the Hunter. The savior for her people - but they will never know it, because their 
prejudice against women forces Zafira to hide her identity. Nasir, an assassin and the Prince, is forced to leave 
behind his compassion by his father. As the Arz, the darkness grows closer, the two embark on a quest for an 
artifact to save Arawiya, but while Zafira is set on stopping the Arz, Nasir is set on the mission given to him by 
his father: Kill the Hunter and take the Artifact to the palace. 
 

Wilder Girls by Rory Power.  

Raxter school has been under quarantine for eighteen months. Nobody knows what caused the mysterious 
outbreak of the tox. Everyone at the school started getting infected and makes them feel strangers in their own 
body. Hetty has been dealing with her own demons since this began and waiting for a cure seems pointless. 
Once her friend Byatt goes missing, she becomes restless and wants answers. 
 



  

With the Fire on High by Elizabeth Acevedo. 

Emoni Santiago is a senior in high school and has a fiery passion for cooking and her family. With a young 
daughter and a grandma to take care of, Emoni is struggling to choose whether to follow her dreams of 
becoming a chef or stay with her family. 
 


